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succeeded in elucidating some things and in picturing others to
Tommy's mind, so that most of the Japanese on board stayed
up the greater part of the twenty-four hours the ship was in
the neighborhood of the Equator in order to observe what would
occur when she would cross it.

Remaining about twelve days in St. Paul de Loanda to re-
plenish our coal and other supplies, and then bidding adieu
to friends, the Niagara got under way on August 19th for the
long cruise around the Cape of Good Hope and across the great
Indian Ocean to the Straits of Sunda, and arrived at Anger
Point 011 September 28th. Although the ship had remained a
week and more in Loanda, yet when the sailing day came, the
wash clothes of many officers had not been returned by the
washerwomen. To the midshipman with his stipend of $350
per annum and one ration this was a serious loss, for his ward-
robe was as limited as his pay. Some comfort was found in the
thought that the ship was bound to a station where things were
cheap.

Passing the Cape and getting well into the " brave west
wind" regions, the Niagara proved herself a model of comfort
and speed, for she passed with ease every sail we met en route,
while in the high winds and heavy seas that roll unceasingly
entirely around the globe in those southern latitudes, she was
swift as an arrow and as comfortable as that conventional old
shoe of story. Off the Cape and through this great Indian
Ocean we had our experiences with the albatross, which was
caught in numbers, but only to be tagged with small copper
strips, bearing the name of the ship, the date, latitude and lon-
gitude where caught, and then set free again. Prom among the
older sailors on board came ominous warnings about injuring
sea birds. They believed in the legend of the Flying Dutchman
still and were sure that each albatross bore the soul of some
old captain or mate who had been lost there and condemned to
roam over the waters where he had practised tyrannies upon
seamen in other days. They declared that injury to these birds
meant sure disaster to a ship at some later time in the cruise;
so none of the birds were killed, out of reverential regard for
the sailors' superstition,

After a pleasant cruise of some thirty days from the pitch